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There are many days when we have to do hard things at 
Boys and Girls Country. Recently, I went to help a family 
that was living in a motel room. I was surprised to see 
seven people living in one room. I think the real shocker 
is that they had been living this way for a full year. There 
was one restroom, no stove, no privacy, no space and 
two beds. A family member called us before calling Child 
Protective Services (CPS). I am very proud of our amazing 
staff for moving quickly as we brought the children to live 
on our campus as an emergency placement.

This story is a reminder that our mission is needed now 
more than ever. There are many kids throughout the 
Greater Houston area that are living in motel rooms and 
sleeping on couches and floors of family and friends. 
During my tenure at BGC, I have met kids that have 
never driven past Katy or Cypress or made a day trip to 
Galveston. These things may seem minor, but they will be 
new experiences and new adventures for kids who come 
to live with us. 

What a joy it is to tell children from hard places that God 
is going to do a new thing in their lives. 

Kids of all ages have seen the world turn upside down 
during the last two years, but I believe it is part of a 
grander plan for new things to come.

New things mean new chapters will be written as lives are 
transformed and dreams come alive. At times, it seems as 
if we are doing a small part, but I remind myself that one 
thousand little things are being done every day to support 
our children – a pat on the back, a kind word, a home 
cooked meal, daily prayers and devotion. It is amazing 
what a child can accomplish once they feel safe and 
secure in a loving environment. 

I grew up watching Mr. Rogers in the 1970s. The work 
and life of Fred Rogers touched the hearts of children and 
families throughout the world. He was a fierce advocate 
and friend to all children. Mr. Rogers once said, “We live in 
a world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy 
to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my world, 
not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the need 
and respond. I consider those people my heroes.” Every 
person who supports our mission is a hero to our kids. I 
am beyond grateful because we cannot do it without you.

The Bible reminds us of God’s faithful 
promise: “Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things of old. Behold, 
I am doing a new thing . . . I will make a way 
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert” 
(Isaiah 43:18-19).

Vincent Duran 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from the Chief Executive Officer

VINCE’S VIEW

Vince with the BGC Residential Team at our Alumni Day Basketball Tournament
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Our first year of the Kidpreneur program 
was a huge success! The kids learned 
a lot and really enjoyed practicing 
entrepreneurial skills. 

Kidpreneurs is a program that started 
in the summer of 2021. Our kids used 
their creativity to make and sell their 
own products for a profit. They had the 
opportunity to put this knowledge into 
action at our Spring Festival!

Five of our kids created unique items to 
sell including paintings, craft pieces, tie 
dye shirts and homemade lemonade. 
They were all successful, and most of 
them sold everything they produced. 

Sam created beautiful paintings and sold 
all of them at Spring Festival. He offered 
a variety of artwork, including some 
featuring sunsets that he was inspired to 
create after painting at church. 

Beza also sold all of her art at Spring 
Festival. She finds painting to be 
soothing and enjoyed learning how to 
start a business.

Both Beza and Sam said they would be 
happy to participate in Kidpreneurs again 
and look forward to selling more of their 
artwork. 

We are so proud of Joseph for earning his Bachelor of 
Arts in communications from the University of Houston-
Downtown! Joseph is the first in his biological family 
and the second in his adoptive family to graduate from 
college. 

“When I first came to BGC, obtaining a bachelor’s degree 
was not something I thought possible for myself,” Joseph 
said. “Because of my past, I had poor grades and a poor 
attitude, and I lacked confidence. I’m here to tell you that 
you are the decider of your own destiny.”

When Joseph graduated from high school, he thought his 
future was the military. However, life does not always go 
as planned, and Joseph discovered a new passion. 

Joseph is a registered behavior technician and works in 
applied behavior analysis with clients who have autism 
and spectrum disorders. He is also a full-time caretaker 
for clients who have developmental delays or disabilities. 

In the spring, Joseph is pursuing his Master of Arts degree 
in special education with a concentration in applied 
behavior analysis. He is thankful for the opportunities and 
support he has received from BGC. 

“This is a place that I’m proud to call my home even 
though I was not thinking that all those years ago. To all 
of the younger kids, please remember to take advantage 
of the opportunities this program has to offer because 
you truly do have the golden ticket.”

Joseph Graduates from the University of Houston-Downtown

33

“The memories and relationships that I have 
created here at BGC will last a lifetime,” 
Joseph said.

Joseph with his brother and sister-in-law

CELEBRATING MILESTONES

Kidpreneurs

“My favorite part was how 
people chose the one that 
related to them,” Beza said.
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FAITH PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

West Houston Church of Christ (WHCC) does it all! As 
the home church of our Watford Cottage family, the 
congregation and staff have wrapped their arms around 
them in many ways. 

“I always knew that we had a BGC cottage attending our 
church, but as we got more connected, I realized how 
much support they actually needed. This is tough work 
and a huge spiritual battle doing the work you do every 
day with these kids,” Associate Minister Andy Spell said. 

Andy’s wheels were spinning with ideas about how to 
support the Watford Cottage family in more ways than 
just worshipping together on Sundays. They started with 
a church-wide drive that provided items needed for new 
residents: bedspreads, sheets and towels. However, they 
wanted to find a way to support their cottage specifically, 
so they became a Friend of Cottage Sponsor. Through a 
monthly gift, the church helps provide for the general 
operational expenses of BGC, and a portion of the 
donation goes to spending money for their cottage to do 
things like see a movie or go out to eat. 

During the holidays, WHCC members helped their cottage 
decorate for the BGC Christmas decorating competition 
and made the day extra special by bringing pizza and 
desserts.

“Of all the time we’ve spent with the girls, I think building 
gingerbread houses with them during the holidays has to 
be my favorite,” Andy said. “Even the girls who started off 
shy or distant found their way into the group and were 
laughing and sharing stories by the end.” 

The WHCC group has spent many evenings with the 
Watford Cottage family from backyard BBQs to karaoke 
game nights. They come to visit the kids at BGC without 
judgement or expectations and have quickly learned 
that patience and consistency are key. They have built 
relationships with our girls and teach them that church is 
a place of love, friendship and acceptance.

In addition to their amazing support of Watford Cottage, 
WHCC has hosted donation drives to provide dozens 
of baskets for Spring Festival, and they host a fall golf 
tournament benefiting BGC. We are beyond grateful for 
everything West Houston Church of Christ does to show 
their dedication to our mission and our kids.

West Houston Church of Christ’s Support of BGC
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IN REVIEWSummer

Our kids had the opportunity to play in the waves and sand at 
the beach this summer. For some of our kids, it was the first 
time they had seen the ocean! 

We were blessed with several visits from Angel Paws, and our 
kids loved spending time with their furry friends. 

Our kids celebrated the 4th of July in a variety of fun ways 
including making a patriotic cake. 

The elementary kids visited and learned about 
the animals at the Houston Zoo.  

Our kids performed fun science experiments at 

Little Beakers.

The junior high kids enjoyed learning about 
firefighting at the Waller Volunteer Fire Department. BOYS & GIRLS COUNTRY news 5
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Friends of Liz and Matt Rotan 
Gatewood Family Foundation 
The Herr Family 

The Pisklak Family 
Matthew and Elizabeth Rotan 
Sim-Tex, L.P.

American First National Bank / 
	 Hugesen Polymers USA, L.P. 
Rosanne and David Oelfke 

Paul and Staci Sorensen 
Sim-Tex, L.P. 
Southwestern Energy

A Friend of Boys and Girls 
	 Country (2) 
Aldecoa and Reppert Families 
Austin Family (2) 
Katherine and Scott Galloway 

Holthouse Foundation for Kids 
Jill and Russell Inserra 
Terry and Marcy Malloy 
Rushing River Foundation 
Smith 

Standard Tube Co. 
Strake Foundation 
Ken and Janie Valach 
Watford Family Foundation

Alliance Residential Company 
Tracy and Randall B. Hale 
Albert & Ethel Herzstein 
	 Charitable Foundation 

Carolyn and Jack E. Little 
Larry and Kelli Oaks 
PJS of Houston, Inc. 

Zach and Audrey Springer 
Sterling-Turner Foundation 
J.R. and Susan Sult 
Watford Family Foundation 

Amegy Bank / Steve and 
	 Anne-Laure Stephens 
Baker Wealth Strategies 
Janet and Michael Bennett 
Richard and Toni Bergmark 
David and Nancy Bishop 
	 Family Foundation 
Brookfield Properties 
Caldwell Companies 
DDG, Inc. 
Lisa and John Dalton 
NaDean and Rodney Eads 

Ernst & Young LLP (EY) 
Grant Thornton, LLP 
Will and Connally Harper 
IBC Bank / Elizabeth 
	 and Craig Bunk 
Light Charitable Trust 
Herb and Cheryl Listen 
Marsh & McLennan Agency – 
	 Jim Tomforde 
Kim and Scott D. Martin 
Matthew and Christina Mealey 
 

O’Donnell / Snider Construction 
Old Republic Title – Jeff Webb 
Petersen Family Foundation 
RBC Capital Markets 
Ranger Steel 
Dawn and Richard Rawson 
Phyllis and Barrett Rouse 
Trenegy 
Loraine and Scott Wegmann 
Williams 
Woodforest National Bank 
Freddie and Debra Yaggi

Vincent and Ashley Duran 
	 and Friends 
Fork Me Farms 

Paula and Mark Mey 
Linda and Phil Pace 
Patterson + Sheridan, LLP
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Thank you for remembering someone special with a gift to our children at Boys and Girls Country.
In Memory of

JUNE 1—SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

Abby 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Seyler

Betty Avary 
Mr. Jason Barrett 
Mr. Brian Fowler 
Mr. Jeff Higgins 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Johnson

Carolyn Brewer 
Debbie Buffaloe 
Sandra Giddings 
Janet and Philip L. Leggett, M.D. 
Donna, Daryl and Dorothy Price 
Mary G. Randerson 
Reed G. and Janet Wood

Gordon M. Brinkman 
Air Liquide America 
Joan Y. Fitzgerald

Lillian and Gordon Brinkman 
Cheryl Dunham

William N. Carl, Jr. 
Bolivar C. and Marilyn F. Andrews

Benjamin J. Castro 
Daniel R. and Sandra M. Poole

Debbie Staiger’s brother 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Coach John Egan 
Scott and Loraine Wegmann

Richard M. Elsenbrook 
Ed Balzer 
Emil C. and Ruth Pulido 
Hallie Vanderhider

Susan Epps 
Richard Stabell

Charles Frazier 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Virginia and Gilbert Freitag 
Tom J. and Patsy A. Patterson

Peter Fry 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

William Green 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

H.R.B. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Phillip Baldez

Mary Lou Hegar 
Gary L. and Kathy H. Friedel

Marilyn Hoo 
Vanessa Durner

Robert L. Howard 
Carolyn Bazile* 
Christopher C. and Jill R. Bellone* 
Matthew P. Egenes* 
Mary Hubbard* 
John and Kay Krebs* 
Robert A. and Jacklyn R. Lane*

Harold Hutchinson 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Rose Jacobson 
June Avary 
Sylvia Chen 
Genevieve Cordera 
Heritage Trails Chapter, NSDAR 
Keith Jacobson 
Janette McDonald 
Mamie L. Stokes 
Carl N. and Betty Jean Tongberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry D. West

Bruce Jett 
Kyle Marik

Joyce Lawrence 
Janette McDonald

Mark Collins and Boys 
Marcella G. Boomer

Elizabeth and Ed McClanahan 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Elijah and Nelda Petty 
M. C. Petty & Company, Inc.

Edgar A. Reeves 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reynolds 
Sue and Tom Stewart 
Nelda and Sandy West

Ronald Sajda 
Laurel and Carl Plesnicher

Clayton Schavrda 
Mr. and Mrs. George Polk, III*

Carrie L. Skiba 
Amy Bailey 
Joyce and Tim Barlow 
Julie Boone 
Don Bowden 
April Bradley 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Brazis 
Steven Cant 
Jenny Cummings 
Michael Dolan 

Beth Fiorda 
Jan Foreman 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Gaskamp 
Phyllis Ham 
Edna Hardin 
Laurel Higgins 
Richard Ivins 
Gloria Keraga 
Ed LaMont 
Blake Meischen 
Mobius Partners 
Bob Neely 
Kim Perry 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rue 
Todd Scott 
Michelle Skelton 
Mark Skowron 
Marilyn Smith 
Misti Swenson 
Paul Vizza 
Anthony Wheeler 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry C Williams 
Letty and Otis Winters, 
	 Queen of Hair

Margaret Anne Smith 
Becky Everhart and Family 
Heather Gamber

Alan Smith 
Weldon and Barbara E. Willis

Bachyen Thi Vo 
Kathryn Tucker 
Loc Vo 
Rita Vo 

Nancy Toth 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Fisher

Anne Towery	  
H. Talbot Cooley

Bernice and Gladys Underwood 
Charlotte U. Martin

Marilyn Vandergriff 
Jack R. Vandergriff

Louise Welch 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Linda Woods 
Noel T. and Betty Jean Jones

Pamela Paukune Wynne 
Susan Ackerman* 
Frances Alexander 
Mike Appling, Jr. 
Eugenia Atmar 

Douglas Atnipp 
David Berry 
Anthony and Elizabeth DeLuca 
Erica Deutsch 
Judy Earle 
Ross Eastman 
FIJI PC ‘79 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ferazzi 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Fitzgerald 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Fossler 
Nan Fulweber 
Garrett Galloway 
Richard Galloway 
Steve Gavin 
Pat L. and Leila P. Gilbert 
The Gordon A. Cain Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Grace 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gribble 
Ronald Hale 
Janet H. Head 
Daniel K. Hedges 
William R. Leighton, Jr. 
David Leonard 
Max Levit 
Kristin V. Liedtke 
Andrew Lockwood 
Ross D. Margraves, Jr. 
James W. McCartney 
Christopher L. McDade 
John E. McDonald, Sr. 
Carolyn McGinnis 
Susan McLaurin 
Moss Adams LLP 
Frank Netherton 
John Niedzwiecki 
Joyce Park 
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Peden 
Alison W. Phillips 
Susan Purcell 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry W. Ritcheson 
Sally B. Rutherford 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Schultz 
Rosalie Schwarz 
Marilyn Stanley 
Stacy Stanley 
Pamela Strasburger 
Hugh Tanner 
Tom L. Ward Foundation 
Barbara C. Webber 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Temple 
	 Webber III 
Kevin White 
Sara E. White 
Susan Williamson 
Winston & Strawn LLP

Kristin and Craig Burch 
David Liu	

Joel Cliff 
Kenneth C. Evans and 
	 Kristina L. Cliff-Evans*	

Christine and Justin Ellerton 
Lee Ann Watson

Katherine Galloway 
Patty P. and A.J. Hurt, Jr.	

Scott Galloway 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Frank, III	

Tis Gaston 
Mr. and Mrs. James Bishop

Cindy and Mike Gatewood 
Lauren Alff

Scott Griffin 
Patricia Hirsch	

Ryan Malone 
Stephanie Davis Neill

Loraine J. McDonald 
Margie M. Dalton

Ed Patterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Aucoin

Victoria Sharp 
Sky A. Redwood

Steve Stephens 
Angel Harris

Jo Ann Tickner 
Dee Ann Hennessy

Honorarium

We regret any errors or omissions and would appreciate notifications of corrections. *Includes gift(s) made to the Boys and Girls Country Endowment Fund
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Change Service Requested 

To donate by mail, please use the envelope enclosed.

To give securely online, visit www.boysandgirlscountry.org/donate

Text “BGC” to 22999 to donate and receive exciting updates  
about our kids.

Purchase supplies from our BGC Amazon list: 
www.bit.ly/wishlistbgc

Choose “Boys and Girls Country of Houston” as the charitable 
organization to receive donations from eligible purchases 
through Amazon Smile.

If you know a family who may need a placement for their child at 
BGC, please share our information with them. We hope BGC can 
serve families that are hurting in so many ways right now. 

Your gift today will ensure children from families in crisis have a 
safe home, a loving family and a successful future as contributing 
adults. Thank you for loving our kids!

MISSION 
To change the lives of children from families 

in crisis by loving and nurturing  them in 
a Christian home environment, raising them to 
become self-sustaining and contributing adults. 

VISION  
That every child has a place to grow up 

and a sense of being home.

PRAY WITH US

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FIND US ONLINE

For questions or address changes, contact us:
supportkids@boysandgirlscountry.org | Phone: 281.351.4976

Some names have been changed to protect the privacy of our children and their families.

@boysandgirlscountry

Friends, the holiday season is quickly approaching, and this joyful time can 
be difficult for many of our kids. The holidays create a variety of emotions 
for our children including the “holiday blues.” We strive to provide cheer 
and fun for our kids during this busy season, and we want to make sure 
they know they are loved and have family at BGC. We ask that you join us in 
prayer for the following:

•	 That our kids know they are loved and supported;

•	 That our children study hard and finish the semester strong;

•	 That we are able to provide care for even more children;

•	 That our houseparents may continue to model a healthy and safe family;

•	 That our community stays safe and healthy. 

Chair 
Chuck Scianna

Bill Aimone III 
Brian Austin 
David Bishop 
Donna Boyer 
Georgene Britz  
Craig Bunk 
John Dalton 
Carlos De Aldecoa Bueno 
Bart Duckworth 
Scott Galloway 
Mike Gatewood 
Kathy Gibson 
Linsy Goodson 
Will Harper 
Bryan Herr 
Raleigh Jenkins  
Herb Listen 
Brad Marks 
Scott Martin 
Matthew Mealey 
Parker Mears 
James Miller 
Travis Overall 
Ben Pisklak 
Ryan Rodgers  
Dick Scott 
Paul Sorensen 
Zach Springer 
Kristen Stedham 
Steve Stephens 
Randy Stilley, ex officio 
J. R. Sult  
Jim Tomforde 
Kristie Trice 
Mike Watford 
Bill Way 
Scott Wegmann 
Michael White 
James Wu

Chief Executive Officer: 
Vincent Duran

Advisory Council: 
Jim Bloodworth 
Jan Cameron  
Hulda Coskey    
Ronnie Deyo 
Rodney Eads 
Lesha Elsenbrook 
Steve Emmott 
Brad Freels 
Sten Gustafson 
Randall B. Hale 
John Knapp 
Robert Kneppler Jr. 
Bob Kurtz 
Carolyn Little 
Michael Lowther 
Penny Requa Loyd 
Terrence Malloy 
Stephen McEachern 
Mark L. Mey 
Bo Pierce 
Sally Ramsay 
Matthew P. Rotan 
Karen Rosales 
Mark Taylor 
Howard Wagner 
Peter Wardenburg 
T. Michael Young

Honorary Lifetime: 
Leonard Bedell 
Bennis G. Butler 
H. Douglas Church 
H. Larry Gardner 
Philip L. Leggett, MD 
L. Janette McDonald 
Charles M. Rampacek 
R. Allen Schubert 
Jack I. Tompkins 
Reed G. Wood


